
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



3% 16 VIRGINIA LAW REGISTER. [Sept., 

knew lie was going to die and in connection with his statement as 
to who shot him, deceased used some profane language. This was 
contended by counsel to show an absence of any feeling of solemnity 
supposed to be present in case of the belief of impending death. 
It was shown also that the attending physician kept telling de- 
ceased that he would recover, but there was nothing to indicate that 
these assurances were believed at the time. The court held that 
neither ground of objection was sufficient to prevent the admissi- 
bility of the testimony, remarking that it is common knowledge 
that persons addicted to the use of curse words use them almost 
unconsciously on solemn occasions, and that so far as the question 
of belief in impending death is concerned it is the belief of decedent 
himself, and not that of the physician, that governs. 



Corporations Prohibited from Practicing Law. — Appellant Co- 
operative Law Company was organized for the purpose of prac- 
ticing law through its staff of attorneys under the business corpora- 
tions law of New York, which provided that three or more persons 
might become a stock corporation for any lawful business. A num- 
ber of years later a statute was passed prohibiting the practice of 
law by any corporation, excepting, however, any corporation law- 
fully engaged in a business authorized by any previous statute. 
Appellant applied for and received an order pursuant to the latter 
statute from the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court approv- 
ing the continuance of its business. Application was then made by 
the Brooklyn Bar Association to vacate the order. The order was 
vacated. From that order appellant appealed. The New York 
Court of Appeals in Re-Corporative Law Co., 92 Northeastern Re- 
porter 15, holds that a lawful business, within the meaning of the 
business corporations law, is one lawful to all who engage in it, 
and does not include the business of practicing law; that the right 
to practice law is in the nature of a franchise from the state con- 
ferred only for merit, and, as it is a lawful business only for mem- 
bers of the bar who have complied with all the conditions required 
by statute and the rules of the courts, conditions which cannot be 
performed by a corporation, the practice of law is not a lawful busi- 
ness for a corporation to engage in; that if a corporation were 
allowed to practice law there would be no remedy by attachment 
or disbarment to protect the public from imposition or fraud, no 
stimulus to good conduct from the traditions of an ancient and 
honorable profession, the corporation attorney's master being not 
the client but the corporation conducted probably by laymen, or- 
ganized simply to make money, and not to aid in the administra- 
tion of justice, the highest function of an attorney. 



